PRH-WAR AGAIN

launched his country on the conquest of Abyssinia, denounced
whole-heartedly by Britain and half-heartedly by France. By
the time he had conquered Abyssinia Mussolini had come
to the conclusion that he had more to gain and less to fear
from a German alliance than from an alliance with the western
democracies. (For the Abyssinian story see p. 169.)

The Saar. Three months before the Stresa declaration a
piece of great good fortune fell in Hitler's way. By the treaty of
Versailles, which he was so fond of denouncing, the separation
of the Saar province from Germany was to terminate at the end
of fifteen years. This period ended in January 1935, and a free
vote of the population, supervised by British and Italian forces,
was held to decide their fiiture destiny. Ninety per cent voted
for reincorporation with the German Reich.1 The return of the
Saar to Germany was in no sense one of Hitler's achievements.
It would have happened at this time though no Nazi revolution
had ever occurred. None the less it was naturally a matter for
jubilation in Germany and was represented as a Nazi achieve-
ment by the German Press. It will be noticed that Hitler's
denunciation of the armament clauses of the Versailles treaty
was not made until after he had pocketed his profits under
another section of the same treaty.

The Rhineland. Having secured the small though important
province of the Saar by no effort of his own, Hitler began to
concentrate his attention on the Rhineland; for though the Allied
occupation had ended, German troops were forbidden by the
treaty of Versailles to enter it. This wide belt of territory was
to be permanently demilitarized, and at Locarno Germany had
voluntarily accepted this arrangement. It was the principal
security of France against the superior man-power of Germany.

In March 1936, in the course of a speech in which Hitler
declared, on the flimsiest of arguments^ that the treaty of Locarno
had been rendered invalid by the Franco-Russian alliance, he
announced that German troops were at that very moment
marching into the Rhineland. It is said that the German military
experts earnestly warned Hitler against this step, telling him that

1 The occupation of the Rhineland by foreign troops was due to
terminate at the same tune^ but actually it had "been terminated five years
earKer (1930)*